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Thank you for booking an audition with the Cantus Ensemble this 
summer. I aim to make auditions as welcoming and stress-free as 
possible, so please help me in return by arriving in good time ahead 
of your scheduled slot and contacting me if you will be, unavoida-
bly, late. If you cannot make your audition time or no longer wish to 
audition for Cantus then please let me know as soon as possible, so 
that I can open up your slot to other candidates. 

Music to prepare

For your audition, you will largely be singing as part of a quartet of 
current Cantus members, allowing me to assess choral blend and 
your ability to interact with and listen to other parts. For a small sec-
tion of the audition you will sing alone, firstly for scales to assess your 
range, and secondly to perform, unaccompanied, the stipulated pre-
pared solo for your voice part. Auditions will take no more than 15 
minutes.

The music for the prepared quartet and prepared solo can be found 
on the following pages but are as follows:

Prepared Solo 
Soprano	 ‘Blute nur’ - from Bach’s St Matthew Passion
Alto		  ‘Erbarme dich’ - from Bach’s St Matthew Passion
Tenor		 ‘Comfort Ye’ - from Handel’s ‘Messiah’
Bass		  ‘Dulcis Jesu Pie’ - from Buxtehude’s ‘Membra Jesu nostri’

Prepared Quartet Piece 
VI. It is you yourself from Kile Smith’s The Arc in the Sky

The prepared music is an excellent opportunity to demonstrate how 
well you are able to sing pieces of music that you have had some time 
to look at in advance. In addition there will be a piece of sight-read-
ing, to be sung within the quartet. Copies of all the music you will 
need during your audition will be provided for you on the day, but 
you are welcome to bring your own marked-up copies if you so wish.

Audition Venue

Auditions will take place in the following venue:

St Gabriel’s Halls, Churchill Gardens, Pimlico, London, SW1V 3AA

I very much look forward to meeting you at your audition. If you 
have any questions then please do not hesitate to contact me via 
dominic.brennan@me.com. 

Dominic Brennan, July 2019
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The Cantus Ensemble 
Soprano prepared solo - 2019
'Blute nur' - from Bach's St Matthew Passion

Movement 8, bars 13-21 then, after a pause, bars 29-end

&
## U

7 bar interlude
in full work

&
##

&
##

Ÿ

&
##

&
##

&
##

Ÿ~

‰ œn œ œ
J œn
J
œ
J œ œ œ

j
œ
j œ œ œ

J œ
J
œ
J œ œ œ

J œ#
j œ œ œ

j œ
J
œ#
J
œ
J œ
J

œ
J

œ# œ œ
J
œ
J
œ
J
œ
J œ#
J

wn œ
J œ œ#

œ
J œ
J œ

j œ
J
œ
J w ‰ œ œ œJ

œ
J œ
J œ

j œ
J

œ
j ˙ Ó ‰ œ œ

œ
jœ

J œ# ‰ œ
j œ
J
œ
J
œ œ œ œ ‰ œ# œ

œ
jœ

J œ# ™ œ
J

œ
J

œn
J
œ œ œ œ ‰ œ# œ

j œ#
j œ œ œJ

œ
J

œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œJ œ
J œ

J
œ#
J

œ
J œ#
J œ#

J
œ
J
œ œ œ Œ Ó ‰ œ œ

J œ# ™
j œ

r œ œ œJ
œ œ œ Ó

‰ œ œ
J œ# ™

j œ
r œ# œ œ

J
œ œ œ Ó ‰ œ# œ œ

J œ
J œ œn œ ™

J œ
R

œ œ# œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ
œ
j œn
J ‰ ‰ œ#

J
œ
J

œ
rœ

J œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ# œ œn œn œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ
œ
j œ œ œ Œ



Er bar- me- dich, mein Gott, um mei ner- Zäh- ren wil len;- er-
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The Cantus Ensemble
Alto prepared solo - 2019

'Erbarme dich' - from Bach's St Matthew Passion
Movement 39, bars 33-46
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Speak ye com fort- ab- ly- to Je ru- sa- lem,- speak ye com fort- ab- ly- to Je-
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The Cantus Ensemble
Tenor prepared solo - 2019

'Comfort Ye' - from Handel's 'Messiah'

Bars 15-27
N.B The clef is intended as a tenor clef
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Dul cis- Je su,- pi e- De us,- ad te cla mo- li cet- re us,- prae bae- mi hi- te be -
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The Cantus Ensemble
Bass prepared solo - 2019

'Dulcis Jesu Pie' - from Buxtehude's 'Membra Jesu nostri'

Movement 3 (c) bars 81-93
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